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A Brief Introduction to San Pierre
San Pierre is a small, unincorporated 
community of 156 people located in Railroad 
Township, at the western-most edge of Starke 
County, in northwest Indiana. 
 The citizens of San Pierre are hard-
working, family oriented, full of faith and small-
town values. Many families have lived in San 
Pierre for generations. The town is proud of 
its unique history, its railroad origins and its 
agricultural heritage. They care about their 
environment, and are actively engaged in 
community issues. The youth in San Pierre are 
particularly involved in their community. 
 Established in 1854, San Pierre was 
originally called Culvertown, but later took the 
name of the post office Pierre, named after the 
nearby French-Canadian saloon owner. Before 
the downturn of the railroad industry, San Pierre 
had a train station at the intersection of the 
Monon and New York Central railways, boasted 
three grocery stores, a pickle factory, and a grain 
elevator. San Pierre was a stop on the route of 
Abraham Lincoln’s funeral train, and a stop on 
the Presidential campaign of Harry S Truman. 
 Today, San Pierre is located at the 
intersection of US Highway 421 and Indiana 
State Road 10. A bank reportedly robbed 
by John Dillinger still stands at the corner of 

Eliza Street and Broadway in downtown. Two 
churches with congregations dating back to the 
1800s are still active on Eliza Street and face 
the San Pierre Central Park and its WPA-built 
amphitheater, baseball field, basketball courts 
and picnic shelter. The downtown area is also 
home to a post office, a library, a volunteer 
fire department, a veterinarian’s office, two 
restaurants, and several other businesses. 
 A distinguishing feature of downtown 
San Pierre is a four block long by 1/2 block 
wide ‘commons’ dating back to the town’s 
railroad days, shown in the photo from 1880 
below. Two cemeteries flank the eastern side of 
town. At the southwest edge of town, the Lions 

Club building serves as a community center, 
and the San Pierre Kindergarten occupies 
the northwest corner of town. Older school 
children travel to North Judson for their studies, 
attending the North Judson-San Pierre schools 
in neighboring Wayne Township. 
 Automobiles play a big role in the lives 
of the residents of San Pierre. According to the 
Starke County Comprehensive Land Use Plan 
of 2003, 5713 residents of Starke County 
commute everyday to jobs outside the county. 
The same study shows only 713 commuters 
come into Starke County for work. That means 
the daytime population of the county is 5,000 
people less than its nighttime population. 

Residents of San Pierre on average spend 
over an hour a day in their vehicles commuting 
to and from work. A related concern is the 
distance residents need to travel to purchase 
gas and groceries, services which are no longer 
available in San Pierre.
 Residents of San Pierre are fortunate 
to have several excellent recreational facilities 
nearby. Bass Lake and the Kankakee River 
are a short distance from town. Located just 
southwest of San Pierre lies the Jasper-Pulaski 
Fish &Wildlife Area, where some 28,000 sandhill 
cranes stop on the migratory route between 
Florida and Canada. Thousands of tourists flock 
to see this unique spectacle every year. 

    Amenities Map

B  bank building
C  Lions Club
D  former depot
F  fire department
H  Our Lady of 
  Holy Cross
K  kindergarten
L  library
P  post office
†  church/cemetery 

    residential area
    agricultural area
    wooded area

    proposed trails
    Monon trail
    NYC trail
    downtown trail
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What is a Masterplan? 25 Years Ago Today...

A masterplan is a guide for the future 
development of a particular area. 
A comprehensive masterplan can help 
shape not only the physical development 
of a community, but also its social, cultural, 
economic and political future as well. 
Masterplans articulate both short-term and 
long-term goals of a community, providing a 
vision for the next 20 to 25 years. 

As a process, a masterplan works to bring a 
community together to determine its shared 
values and its shared vision for its future. 
Town meetings are held and surveys 
conducted to solicit public input into the 
plan. Goals are discussed and objectives 
are articulated to allow these goals to be 
accomplished. Community assets are 
identified which may help achieve these goals, 
and liabilities are identified which may hinder 
these goals. The community votes to adopt 
the plan, which is then sent to the county for 
adoption. Regional, state and federal officials 
also review the masterplan, though they 
neither adopt nor reject its outcomes. 

As a product, a masterplan provides an 
economic tool to recruit new business and 
investment in the community, and to strengthen 
existing businesses; a political tool to 
encourage civic improvements and ensure 
appropriate municipal services; and a legal 
tool to give the community a greater voice 
in outside decision-making processes which 
affect their town. 

Masterplans are intended to be flexible, 
‘living documents,’ which can be changed 
and amended over time to respond to 
the changing values of a community. The 
masterplanning process should set in motion 
a continued conversation about the goals and 
objectives of a community and its future.

A masterplan helps shape a vision the future 
of a community. Typically, a masterplan will 
imagine a community 20 to 25 years into the 
future. It is often a difficult task, particularly in 
a small town, to imagine things any differently 
than they are today. 

One exercise that can be useful in imagining 
a possible future 25 years from now is to 
remember back to how different life was just 
a generation ago. 25 years ago today...

   in politics
• Ronald Reagan was beginning his first term 

as President
• The Soviet Union was still an “evil empire” and 

the Berlin Wall still stood
• Bill Clinton was beginning his second term as 

Governor of Arkansas
• Evan Bayh was in law school at the University 

of Virginia

   in economics
•  unemployment = 9.7% now  6.1%
•  median income = $20,171 now  $48,201
•  gas = $1.30 / gallon  now  $3.68 / gal
•  milk = $2.24 / gallon now  $3.80 / gal
•  eggs = 84¢ / dozen  now  $1.51 / doz
•  1st class stamp = 20¢ now  42¢
•  Dow Jones high = 1,076  now  11,220

   in transportation
•  minivans still a year away - Dodge Caravan & 
   Plymouth Voyager (1983)
•  I-65 (connecting Mobile to Gary) had just 

been completed (1978)
•  Corvette plant in Bowling Green was the 

only automaker on “Auto Alley” (now Saturn, 
Subaru, Hyundai, Cadillac and Corvette all 
have plants along I-65)

   in technology
•  IBM unveils the first personal computer 

(1981) 
•  IBM teams up with Harvard drop-out Bill 

Gates to begin work on Microsoft Windows
•  the Internet was still a military tool and not 

available to the public
•  there was no e-mail, eBay, e-servers or 

e-trade
•  ATMs have just been invented in Europe 

(1970s) but were not yet common in the US
•  cable television was just becoming available 

(ESPN 1979, CNN 1980, MTV 1981)
•  satellite dishes still ten years away (1990s)
•  Sony releases the Walkman portable music 

player (Japan 1979, US later)

   in sports
•  the Indiana Pacers had their first ever winning 

season in the NBA (ABA merger, 1977)
•  Reggie Miller still a baseball/basketball junior 

at Riverside Polytechnic High School
•  Steve Alford and Keith Smart were the big 

names on campus in Bloomington
•  Gerry Faust takes over for Dan Devine as 

football coach at Notre Dame 
•  the Colts still have two seasons to play in 

Baltimore
•  Peyton Manning enters the first grade at a 

Louisiana Parish school
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The Process

What is the process for developing the 
San Pierre Comprehensive Masterplan?

In 2006 the Center for Rural Outreach and Public 
Service (CROPS) approached the Kankakee-Iroquois 
Regional Planning Commission (KIRPC) in Monon, 
Indiana, to apply for a Community Development 
Block Grant from the US Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) and the State of Indiana 
Office of Community and Rural Affairs (OCRA). 
This grant would be used to pay for professional 
services to develop a comprehensive masterplan for 
the community of San Pierre, Indiana. In the spring 
of 2007, KIRPC issued a Request for Proposals 
on behalf of the Starke County Commissioners, for 
the development of a such a plan. Several firms 
submitted proposals, and in September 2007 the 
Institute for Small Town Studies (ISTS), a non-profit 
organization based in Fairfield, Iowa, was selected 
to receive the contract to compile the masterplan for 
San Pierre. 

In October 2007, an initial planning meeting was 
held at the Lions Club building in San Pierre, 
involving ISTS, CROPS, the San Pierre Revitalization 
Committee, Township Trustees, and the general 
public. Approximately 45 people were in attendance. 
A local steering committee was assembled from the 
revitalization group and other concerned citizens. 

ISTS proceeded to compile background research, 
demographics, histories, and other information 
necessary for assembling a plan. At the same time, 
several surveys were developed and distributed to 
better assess the needs and wants of the community. 
Residents of San Pierre were surveyed, as were 
visitors to town, alumni of the San Pierre High School, 
as well as the local youth. 

A second public meeting was held in January, 
2008, at the All Saints Catholic Church, to discuss 
the survey results and background research. Even 
though the temperature was 2 degrees above zero 
outside, and the Colts were in the playoffs, 32 people 
braved the cold to attend this meeting and offer 
their feedback. A list of community values emerged 
from this meeting, suggesting the core issues the 
comprehensive plan should address.

ISTS developed a draft plan and made this information available on-line and in ‘hard 
copy’ form before our third town meeting, held in April 2008 at St. Luke’s Church. 
26 members of the local community were in attendance at this meeting, along with 
a representative from US Congressman Joe Donnelly’s office. The draft plan was 
discussed in detail at this meeting. Goals, objectives and strategies for moving forward 
were also discussed. Suggested revisions are being taken into account for compilation 
of a final comprehensive plan.

A fourth and final town meeting will take place in September of 2008, the same 
weekend as the annual Town Picnic, for the community to review, discuss and adopt 
the final plan, and to send it forward to the Starke County Commissioners for their 
approval, completing the masterplan process.

“Will you help us get some streetlights?”
 - question from our first Town Meeting 

“I’d be willing to coach a youth soccer team    
  if we had a place for the kids to play.”

 - comment from our first Town Meeting

“Can you share with us the stories of other small towns 
that have been successful revitalizing their town?”

 - question from our third Town Meeting
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History

A Brief History of San Pierre

San Pierre is a small community in northwest 
Indiana with strong agricultural and railroad 
roots. Established in 1853, San Pierre was 
originally called Culvertown, but later took the 
name of the post office Pierre, named after a 
nearby French-Canadian saloon owner. Before 
the downturn of the railroad industry, San Pierre 
had a train station at the intersection of the 
Monon and New York Central railways, boasted 
three grocery stores, a pickle factory, and a 
grain elevator. San Pierre was a stop on the 
route of Abraham Lincoln’s funeral train, and 
a whistle stop on the Presidential campaign of 
Harry S Truman. 

 San Pierre’s history has witnessed 
many unique events over the past 155 years. 
It has also produced several historically 
significant structures along the way, many of 
which still survive today. The Historic Landmark 
Foundation of Indiana’s Starke County, Interim 
Report, Historic Sites and Structures Inventory 
lists 23 historically notable sites in San 
Pierre, and another 30 historic sites scattered 
throughout Railroad Township. Despite the 
fact that San Pierre, Railroad Township, and 
Starke County all have numerous historically 
significant buildings and properties, only two 
structures in Starke County are listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places: the Starke 
County Courthouse, built in 1897, and a former 

Pennsylvania Railroad bridge built in 1915, near 
Main Street and Water Street in Knox, referred 
to simply as “Starke County Bridge #39.” 
 Activity in San Pierre historically took 
place primarily in three places: in the downtown 
business district centered at the intersection 
of Eliza Street and Broadway, around the San 
Pierre depot where the Monon Railroad tracks 
crossed the New York Central line, and around 
the San Pierre Schools. 
 Below (left to right) are photographs of 
the Rennewanz General Store (c.1910); the 
interior and exterior of the Kingman General 
Store; the San Pierre Municipal Band preparing 
for a concert downtown; the Bank of San 
Pierre, built in 1917, which still stands today at 

the corner of Eliza and Broadway; the Monon 
railroad depot; and Abraham Lincoln’s Funeral 
Train, which stopped in San Pierre on its way to 
Springfield, Illinois in April, 1865. 
 On the next page are photographs of 
the San Pierre Grain Elevator (taken by Tom 
Rankin in 1977, www.monon.org); two views 
of the San Pierre railroad crossing showing 
the various passenger and freight facilities in 
the area; San Pierre High School’s 1920-21 
basketball team photo; a postcard of the San 
Pierre Public School (built in 1912); a picture of 
the San Pierre High School (which replaced the 
former school after a fire) from the 1954 Echo 
yearbook; and the plaque which stands today 
on the site of these former school buildings. 
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Located in southwestern Starke County, some accounts claim that San Pierre was the county’s first settlement. The stories 
that connect San Pierre to the French heritage of the old Kankakee Marsh, claiming that a French trader established a 
post and tavern north of the present town. Seeking a better location, he moved south and attracted other inhabitants, 
establishing San Pierre. It is known that the federal government established a post office at the settlement in 1853, calling 
it “River.”  Another early name cited is Culvertown. San Pierre (French for Saint Peter) became the town’s official name 
in 1855. In 1858, the Reverend Joseph Andrew Stephan established the parish of All Saint’s Catholic Church, perhaps to 
accommodate a French population. 
 During that time, several important things happened in San Pierre involving transportation. The county’s first 
railroad arrived there in 1853, linking San Pierre to the rest of the state and eventually Chicago. The Louisville, New 
Albany and Chicago Railroad, commonly known as the Monon, became Indiana’s most distinguished line. In 1886, 
the Three-I Railroad formed a junction with the Monon, transforming San Pierre into a busy hub of activity for several 
decades. Not surprisingly, San Pierre was a center of market and civic life for the marsh region. 
 In the early 20th century, San Pierre’s economy further increased with the construction of U.S. Highway 421, 

running parallel to the Monon tracks through the town. Wood-frame commercial buildings of the railroad period slowly 
gave way to one-story masonry structures. The last significant commercial building dating to before World War II is the 
Bank of San Pierre Building. Local lore claims that it fell victim to the notorious Hoosier outlaw John Dillinger, but the 
legendary exploits of his Depression-Era banditry are difficult to verify or dispute. 
 Across the street from the bank is its post-war replacement. Built in the 1960s, the new Bank of San Pierre 
features some Contemporary-style elements, including a shallow-opitched roof, extended wood beams, and high ribbon-
set windows. Most distinctive is the drive-up teller bay. The structure remains virtually unchanged and is a significant 
recent-past resource. The local elementary school is also a strong representative of that period. 
 The most historically significant resource in San Pierre dates to the Depression Era. The ball field that was once 
part of the now-demolished high school complex was built by the Works Progress Administration (WPA), the federal 
government’s remedy to provide employment during the economic hardships of the 1930s. The rustic stone material and 
skilled craftsmanship employed in its construction are typical of the work done by the WPA. The field exists today as 
part of the town’s central park. 

The following brief history of San Pierre comes from the Historic Landmark Foundation 
of Indiana’s Starke County, Interim Report, Historic Sites and Structures Inventory: 



 8

Local Demographics
History of Education in Railroad Township 
Composed by Herrette Daly, San Pierre, Indiana, May 14, 1929

About 1865 there was one school in the township located in San Pierre. The first teacher being George Furback; the 
second, O.B. (Capt) Rockwell; the third Lulu Glazebrook; the fourth, George Rockwell. In later years, the school 
was called “Union”. Later, there was a school east of San Pierre called “Hard Scrabble”; its name derived from the 
un-disciplined pupils. The first teacher that undertook the position was Henry Roney. A school northwest of San 
Pierre called “Knowledge Box” was so named because of its noted reputation as having studious and brilliant pupils. 
Scott Biggs happened to be one of the first teachers. All of these schools were ungraded. While George Netherland 
was County Superintendent, the schools became systematized or graded. This was in 1880. 
  There came change in school locations and more of them were erected. District No. 1 was still in the same 
place in San Pierre; No. 2 was the “Buckeye”, named because of the settlers from Ohio. This was located northeast 
of San Pierre with Belle Selock as its first teacher; No. 3 was the “Knowledge Box” as mentioned above, located 
Northwest of San Pierre; No. 4 was the “English Lake” school, having Pete Roney for its first teacher. This school 
was located in the very small village of English Lake in the north eastern part of the township along the Kankakee 
River; No. 5 was located South east of San Pierre in a district called “Blue Sea”; No. 6 was the “Prairie Queen” 
South-west of San Pierre, situated on and surrounded by prairie land, therefore deriving its significance; No. 7 was 
the “Lomax” school also located in a district called Lomax, four miles north of San Pierre. LeDora Stouffeur was an 
early teacher; No. 8 was located east of San Pierre. 
  The school in San Pierre burned and another was rebuilt, which they nicknamed “Two rooms and a 
kitchen”. Frank Delaney held the position as first teacher. This school was used for public meetings, church 
gatherings, and every kind of entertainment. There was much agitation against this and a petition was started by Dr. 
Glazebrook to buy new land to erect a larger and better building. The land was bought at the west end of town. In the 
meantime, the District school (which was a frame structure) burned. A temporary building was erected on the new 
land. It was soon destroyed by fire compelling the town pupils to attend the “Prarie Queen” school two and one-half 
miles west of San Pierre. 
  Finally a new two story brick building was built in 1902, while Adam Smith was Trustee. The Advisory 
Board assisted him, for their power came into effect in 1898. A little later the state condemned the school. 
Ventilation and lighting being the main causes. In 1912, while Owen Daly was Trustee and Carroll Cannon, County 
Superintendent, the school was rebuilt according to state requirements. 
  In January 1914, Dr. W.J. Solt became Trustee and the small district schools were done away with. The 
township supplied busses drawn by horses and all the county children were brought to Lomax and English Lake 
districts. The “Lomax” school was rebuilt according to state requirements and “English Lake” school was remodeled. 
“Lomax” had two teachers and all grades. “English Lake” had one teacher and all grades. San Pierre had seven 
teachers, four in the grades and three in high school. 
  In 1917, when J. Allen Barr was County Superintendent; Dr. W.J. Solt, Trustee; and Guy W. Johnson, 
Principal; the school had four years of High School for the first time. Before this, San Pierre had three years of High 
School. Students wishing to complete their course had to attend a Commissioned High School which was North 
Judson, Medaryville, Wheatfield or Knox. Time went on very successfully and things were progressing when fate 
hit hard again. The school burned January 29, 1923. The term of school was completed in the three churches and a 
private home. Leonard Rennewanz took the office of Trustee on January 1, 1923. Plans were made immediately to 
rebuild, The new school was erected on a hill, directly across the road from the old location. School the following 
term was held in the same manner as the previous year. About the middle of March, the building was completed. The 
teachers and pupils took their respective places. 
  After having waited patiently for a number of years, San Pierre secured its four year Commission being 
recognized by the state as a school fulfilling all requirements. Our County Superintendent, Mr. Barr and Trustee, 
Mr. Rennewanz were responsible for this great deed and many compliments and thanks of appreciation were given 
in their honor. The members of the State Board of Education at this time were as follows: Henry Noble Sherwood, 
President; E.N. Graff, Secretary; John Bettinger, Inspector. Our school is again progressing. This year the faculty 
increased, making a total of eight teachers instead of seven. The enrollment of the school has also increased, greatly. 
Lomax and English Lake are continuing as mentioned above. In the future, we hope for more and better progress. 

Background Information and 
Community Demographics.

According to the Northern Indiana Public 
Service Corporation (NIPSCO), the cost of 
living in northwest Indiana averages 5 to 
20 percent below similar communities in 
Illinois, Michigan and Ohio. Housing costs are 
approximately 30 percent lower than those 
of surrounding areas. Insurance costs are 
approximately 20 percent less. Health care 
costs are approximately 10 percent less. 
 Housing is more affordable in San 
Pierre than in most other markets in Indiana. 
Yet only three percent of the homes in San 
Pierre are vacant. Recruiting new families to 
live in San Pierre may be difficult if there are 
few housing options available for them.
 The average age of a home in San 
Pierre is 52 years old. This means for every 
home built in the last few years there is 
another home in town that is over 100 years 
old. Maintenance of these aging homes will 
increasingly become an issue for residents 
of San Pierre. The average age of a home 
nationally is 27 years. 
 San Pierre has a significantly higher 
percent of high school graduates than Starke 
County, the state of Indiana, or across the 
United States. At the same time, San Pierre has 
a lower percentage of college graduates than 
average, suggesting that those well-educated 
youth who head off to college more often than 
not do not return to San Pierre after completing 
their studies. 
 Other data we were able to uncover 
includes: 

PEOPLE 

Population
San Pierre = 156 
Railroad Township = 1,353
Starke County = 23,556
Indiana = 6.3 million
United States = 299 million 

Percent Growth
San Pierre = 6.4% 
Railroad Township = -9.4%
Starke County = 3.6%
Indiana = 3.8%
United States = 6.4% 

Male
San Pierre = 48.7% 
Railroad Township = 49.8%
Starke County = 49.5%
Indiana = 49.0%
United States = 49.1% 

Female
San Pierre = 51.3% 
Railroad Township = 50.2%
Starke County = 50.5%
Indiana = 51.0%
United States = 50.9% 

Median Age
San Pierre = 44.8 years 
Railroad Township = 43.7 years
Starke County = 37.0 years
Indiana = 36.3 years
United States = 35.3 years 

Median Income
San Pierre = $30,900 
Railroad Township = $40,469
Starke County = $37,243
Indiana = $43,993
United States = $48,201 
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High School Graduate
San Pierre = 93.8% 
Railroad Township = 75.5%
Starke County = 72.0%
Indiana = 82.1% (26th)
United States = 85.0% 

College Graduate
San Pierre = 16.7% 
Railroad Township = 10.5%
Starke County = 8.4%
Indiana = 19.4% (44th)
United States = 28.0% 

Single
San Pierre = 35.9% 
United States = 41.0% 

Married
San Pierre = 64.1%
United States = 59.0% 

Families with Children
San Pierre = 29.5% 
Railroad Township = 30.3%
Starke County = 33.7%
Indiana = 23.9%
United States = 23.5% 

HOME OWNERSHIP 

Own
San Pierre = 72.9% 
Railroad Township = 76.9%
Starke County = 69.3%
Indiana = 65.9%
United States = 60.2% 

Rent
San Pierre = 23.7% 
Railroad Township = 15.0%
Starke County = 16.4%
Indiana = 26.3%
United States = 30.8% 

Vacant
San Pierre = 3.4% 
Railroad Township = 8.1%
Starke County = 14.3%
Indiana = 7.7%
United States = 9.0% 

Median Home Age
San Pierre = 52 Years 
United States = 27.2 years 

Median Home Value
San Pierre = $77,500 
Railroad Township = $76,000
Starke County = $80,000
Indiana = $94,300
United States = $119,600 

Median Gross Rent
Railroad Township = $389
Starke County = $431
Indiana = $521
United States = $602 

WORK 

Work at Home
Railroad Township = 3.9%
Starke County = 2.7%
Indiana = 2.9%
United States = 3.3% 

Drive Alone to Work
San Pierre = 75.8% 
Railroad Township = 79.9%
Starke County = 80.4%
Indiana = 82.6%
United States = 75.7% 

Carpool to Work
San Pierre = 15.3% 
Railroad Township = 12.4%
Starke County = 13.9%
Indiana = 10.0%
United States = 12.2% 

Walk to Work
San Pierre = 8.8% 
Railroad Township = 2.4%
Starke County = 1.8%
United States = 2.9% 

Travel Time to Work
San Pierre = 21.0 minutes 
Railroad Township = 30.0 minutes
Starke County = 28.9 minutes
Indiana = 21.8 minutes 
United States = 22.8 minutes 

Unemployment
Starke County = 7.0%
Indiana = 5.6% 
United States = 4.8% 

CLIMATE 

January Average Temperature = 14 degrees F
July Average Temperature = 86 degrees F 

Sunny Days per Year = 173
Percipitation Days = 91 

Annual Rainfall = 38 inches
Annual Snowfall = 22 inches 

San Pierre sits in the Central Time Zone.
18 of Indiana’s 92 counties are in the Central 
Time Zone. The remainder of the state falls in 
the Eastern Time Zone 


